ISLEHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Richard Liddington
The Beeches

32 Mill Street

Isleham

Sunnica Planning Application EXQ1 .
Q 1.4.13 Plane crash site
Please supply a map detailing the location of the military plane crash site,
along with a statement explaining the importance of the site to the Parish.

Dear Sirs/ Madam

| am pleased to provide the following information in response to the above question.

T — i\l

The edge of the crash site is approximately 50m north east of the abandoned barns on |l
Isleham. The closest post code is probably |

Please note that the site is on private (agricultural) land so it has not been possible to install a
memorial stone at the crash site.
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A view of the crash site from The Ark Church (first floor)
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Historical Information

As you can see from the evidence provided in appendices 1- 5 (Historical information) and
appendices 6 -7 (personal testimonies) the crash remains a significant event in the history of our
village.

In summary, the event occurred at the start of the Cold War era in October 1949 and involved a
USAF B-50 bomber which took off from RAF Skulthorpe in Norfolk carrying three tons of live
bombs.

The plane was due to undertake a practice mission involving a flight over the North Sea and home
counties but shortly after take-off from RAF Lakenheath where it had undertaken a brief stop, the
plane experienced significant technical difficulties.

The pilot was unable to land at any of the local air force bases and rather than crashing into the
village (which would have had a catastrophic consequences) the pilot managed to fly the plane to
the edge of the village where it crashed, killing all twelve crew members.

The explosion was heard in towns and villages over 12 miles away and resulted in the formation
was a huge crater in the field. The crew consisted of eleven members of the USAF and one RAF
observer.

The crash:
e is commemorated in a Parish Council commissioned plaque located in The Beeches
Community Centre Isleham (see appendix 6) This installation followed a campaign by
members of the local community to honour the sacrifice made by these servicement

e is distinctly remembered and regarded in the highest of appreciation by a large number of
residents in the village. Over 30 individuals responded to our Facebook posting regarding
the establishment of a memorial plaque (see appendix 7)

e is remembered and has been visited by several US based relatives of the victims (see
appendix 8)

e is protected from development under our Neighbourhood Plan (see appendix 9)

e forms an integral part of Isleham Primary Schools KS2 Local History study unit “ a study of
an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the
locality” see appendix 10 and
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment d
ata/file/239035/PRIMARY national curriculum - History.pdf)
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A Recognised Archaeological Military Grave?
This crash was of course, first and foremost an extremely tragic event.

From the crash site you can see the water towers of Mildenhall airbase, which borders RAF
Lakenheath. It is therefore easy to get a real feel for the tragedy unfolding; the plane taking off,
getting into trouble and eventually crashing into the field.

Sunnica's proposed mitigation planting would sever this connection forever.

The two water towers of RAF Mildenhall on the horizon

A military aircraft from RAF Mildenhall flying over the crash site
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Despite the national attention given to the crash at the time, the fact that this crash took place
during the cold war period means that it has almost certainly not received the wider recognition
that it deserves. Isleham Parish Council and many local residents would regard this site as a
potential (Cold War) grave

The severity of the post-crash explosions meant that it was impossible to recover not just the
many smaller parts of the plane but more significantly all of the human remains of the servicemen.

A local expert has stated that “you can still easily spot pieces of the aircraft by just walking over
the field but that metal detection has been limited due to it being private land” and that it is not
beyond the realms of possibility for human remains to still be uncovered. As such we believe that
this site should be preserved and not developed upon

These various factors have resulted in a strong and growing move among both residents and
historians that the site should be regarded as an official archaeological site under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 and be protected in sacred memory of those who
lost their lives.

As such, Isleham Parish Council have placed the land has been placed outside if the Development
Envelope, published as part of The Isleham Neighbourhood Plan see appendix 10



[Type here]

Appendices: The following articles, statements and photographs give a histoﬁcal and
personal perspective of the significance of this event and of the crash site:

Article from the Isleham Informer, village magazine October 2011

Appendix 1

HE IDAYISIEEN AMISHOOK:

e

In view of it close proximity 10 the huge USAF cirfields
a Milgenhal and Lakenheath, lsleham & no stranger to
the saund of akcraft fiying overhead, o foct of viloge
life tor over 60 years: Today hase aircraft sounds are of
high powered jets such as the KC-135 Shratotonkars from
RAF Miktenhal and the F-15 Skike Eagle fighters from
RAF Lakenhealh, The circroft sounds in the immediate
post-war yaars, hawever, stil included mony giston-
engined military aircrafr.

On Thursday 13th October 1949, the 43rd Bomb
Group was schaduled for a roufine fraining mission that
was 1o kast foe 10 howrs. At briefing pilofs had been told
that there would be a formation take-off, assembly,

“climb to 25,000 leet, break up the formation then drop
16 500 Ib high explosive bombs individually on the
bombing torget of Heligoland, then from there to the
radar bombardment system |RBS) target at Heston,
for RBS rurs until the R8S site closed. and then rehun to
Lokerhealhin Ine evening. it wos a typical quiunmn day
In the: United Kingcom, There was a low overcast, the
bose at o height of ondy 300 fee! or so, which extendad
te height of around 1,100 feet, complately obscwing
the sky from the ground. Visbilty was rastricted to only
three quarters of a mile in fog. the temperature was o
cool 54°F, The relative humidily was 100% with surfoce
winds of 11 mph at 2507,

Instructor Majer George H. Ingham, pilot of 8-50
Superforiress 46-060 (8040), reported that everything
was OK and ocknowledged that he was taxiing info
position for 1ake-off ot the end of 25 runwoy. 4060 lined
up and contacted ground control unit (GCA] when in
0 toke-off pasition, 6060 tock off at 9,25am. Ingham
reported that he wos ot 500 reet and that it was OF
lar the naxt aircraft, 4042, 1o foke off. Abou!l 6 minute

ARG wew of Hhe crash 10 10 the north of Beck Eoodor-:lem'afs1

called and said. “&0 shoukd be
on top 3% miles out" There wa
o lew moments pouse arvd the
reply Ccame in g nomal voice &
an top ot 1100 feet indicated.
He noled é0460's postion of five
miles out at the time of repl
and “almas! immedictely hearc
an excited screom ond some
uninteligible chatter,” Bocor
In 403% was in @ much belte
position to understand th¢
fransmission o5 he was aitorry
and much recrer to 6050, Bacor
hod heard GCA coll Lokenbeat!
conlrol fower that 4040 shoulc
be beaaking clecr on fop, At thi
Bocon heard a voice, which he
recognsed as Major Ingham's
‘ina very jovicl manner’ repcrt i
GCA rhat ha v 's#ilin the soug
(.. stilin the overcost). About &
saconds after this 8acon heor
Major Iingham repert 1hal 6061
was 'on fop. everything OK’
Anather minute, to o minute and a hall, elopsed. The
fransmissions were noted in the control tower by Lt
Maottsan - “Red hat leader to Red hat 3°, and Maljo
Ingharm was than heard to start a normal transmission
ta Bacon, “603% s is..." folowed by o break of o fay
seconds alfer wihich Ingham's voice was ogain heor
but was now agilated ond very excited, “Look at tha
son-of-a-bifch..." he said, folowad by another breo
of a lew seconds then he transmitted, stillin an excitec
voice, “Shul the damned thing off.” During this time
Bacon hod turned 4039 to the right |180°) to come
back aver the homing beacon o join the formation.

The tday in the vilage of Iseham had got off ta ¢
normot start and young Vermon Place was prapanng e
<cycle fo the bank. whilst othars were akeady at work
In view ol the imited visibdity, Vernon could not see the
aircraft but he did heor the engine noise and it did no
sound normal. Elizabeth Brown was standing on the
lond at 1he rear of her home at Bread View, Back Road
leham of obout 9.30am that doy, talking with girls. She
become aware of the scund of a multi-engined aircral
averhead and looked up in the direction of Midenhall
“Look! s on fire", she sald, "It boked ke o ball of fre.
she loter recalled, describing the last moments of 6060
Sne lurmed and ran back towards the house and heore
a loud explosion,

Two forming brothers. George and John Thormaley
were working af the far end of the sugar beet fielk
beskie the back read of Ideham, when they hear
the aireratt. They stood and looked for it, Gecrge soic
hat b could see along the ground for aboul a hal
mile, but coud see up No Mmore than o hundrad anc
fitty teal. From the scund of the engines he coukd e
that something was wrong. When hae first saw the plane




[Type here]

come from the direction of sleham. e could ses
fire but could not tell what part was on fre. However,
John stated that the right wing was o fire before,
realising the plane wes going to crash. He fell on the
ground and coverad his haod with his orms. To George
Ihe gircroft “oppeoared o be brokan” he Ihought
that could be due to *tha angle | wosloobng atil.” He
heord one explosion aftar it hit the groau
a “big biast of lome.” The nex! thing he
on the ground, then he and his brother “ran crouna the
burning plane ta the farm buliding”, a where the
farm implaments were stored. He could sée that there
wos no hope for anyone in the plane. J had heard
“the engines throb a couple of times” andl the arcroft
came into his view jusl before it croshed. He noted
that the bombaer struck in o “redr verticdl posifion.” A
haystack very naar Ihe shed was on fre and rounds of

Farm, Beck Rood, sleham. The fist
scene were crash tryck parsonnel from
the necrest aifield who arived at 10,
axtinguished by 10.30om. The alcraft had
4,000 gallons of fusl and sxtean 500 1b bo
the fre crew found that the plane had ex
point of impact ond was completety

The fire wes

ocres. The ground area at the crash site
The crash crew reported that on anival
foggy. temperature was £0°, the relative

cause of this crash was a fre in fight, although what
caused the fre could nof be determined in view of
the total destnuction of the aircraft gnd 1
beng kifed. This gircraft type had been

Keham of 9.25 o.m. fo-day. According fo
3rd Air Division, wreckage indicoted that
pecple on board. 5o for 12 bodies hove

the crash was one-eighth of a mile visibiity." The report
anded with the foct that ‘the aircraf hod crashed ina

about 30, long and 20ft. acress ond
wos farmed. R.AF. ond U.5.AF salvage
oul the wreckoge, which was strewrn o

of Lokenheath and as i Rew low over thelvilage il wos

— rtnis ol sl B

opevghonol heavy bombers in the U5 AF. The first of those
now in Bdtain armived in August for the 90-day fraining
periog which the American 43rd Bombordmen! Groug
ks undertaking at United Stotes ok bases in England, The
8 503 an enlarged, mare pawerful version of the 8 2%,/
has ai 1411 wing span ond s 9911, In length. Some detol
are sfill on the secre! fist, but it has been stated that i |
powsdred by four 3,500 h.p. engines and i capobie o
a top speed of aboul 400 m.p.h. The B 50 is one of the
avcraft selected fo camy the ofom bomb.,"

A nirief report in The Times of Sahaday 15th Octocbhe
1949 followed up with the heading R.A.F. MAN DIEL
IN U.S. BOMBER ond reported that RAF, signafler D)
Garett, stafioned at Lokenheath, was among the crev
of 12.who died in Ihe crash. A provisional inquest o
Ganett had been fixad for that aflermncon.

Stewar! Evan

B T R T T T Srranne Sesrenannan L

Energy Meters

of betier things to spend your money on thar
eleciricily bilis? Bomow an energy meter fron
any Combridgeshire library free of chorge
and find out haw you coukd cut your elecincity bills b
as much as 15%, The meters are eosy and safe 10 us
and show how much eleciicity is being used in vou
homa at any one time, Using o metar can help you see
just hew much energy is used, for example, by lights i
emply reoms, applionces on stand-by or boiling a fu
kettle, Armed with this information, studies show tho
households con raduce their bills by 5-15% by moking
smaoll changes 16 use less electricity. Ask fo bomow ¢
meler ol your local library todoy and start planning
what to do with your savings!
Green Tip: We all have an impact on the anvironmen
through our use of resources and burning fossil fuels fo
everydoy activities such asdriving casand heali.
homes. Forvanous tips on how fo reduce caban ermssion
in the home, chack out the Erwronment Agency website
at the following address: hite://'www.environment
agency.gov.uk/homeandieisure/climotechange
Flana Riggol. Drect Wne: 071223 71567;
Environment and Climate Change Office
Combndgeshire County Counci

Professional Building
& Landscaping Services

ALL LANDSCASING, BLOCK PAVING,. DENVEWAYS,
wmwhmm

PATICS, FENGING. DECONE. TURFING e
Qﬁ
G u- Referenoes inadatbe on request.

We are members of the:
Foderation of Mastor Bulders
ot TrustATrades,

Professansl from stset o Srish
~ I



3-Ton Bomb Load’s Blast

Article in the Daily Mail — October 1949

Tears Craft Into Shreds
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Appendix 3 The Newmarket Journal October 2009

The day Isleham escaped mass destruction
Published in the Newmarket Journal 10:44 Thursday 22 October 2003

Sixty years ago this month, when the flaming fuselage of the world’s heaviest bomber streaked across a foggy October sky, residents of
Isleham had no idea just how close they had come to destruction or how much they owed to the "noble actions” of its American pilot,
Every member of the 12-man crew of the B-50 Strato bomber which was out on 2 practice bombing mission and crashed in Beck Road, was
killed, but the consequences could have been considerably worse for hundreds of others as the 16 S00lb bombs it was carrying had been
designed for mass destruction, The B-50 had taken off from RAF Lakenheath at 9.25am on October 13. It had been checked the day before
and immediately before take off. It was carrying enough fuel for 10 hours In the air but had got into difficulties shortly after leaving the
airfield. Knowing that he and all those aboard were doomed, the pilot, Major George Ingham managed to steer the buming plane away
from the village below, knowing the explosive power of the weaponry would have speit certain disaster for hundreds of residents below.
At an inquest into the death of Signaller David Garrett, the only British crew member on board the doomed bomber, held two days after
the crash, witnesses to the tragedy told their stories. One of the first at the scene was a reporter from the Newmarket Journal who had
followed fire crews to the crash site. described the chaos which followed the crash. "It seemed unbelievable,” he wrote, “that the biggest
bomber in the world could be reduced to small pieces of debris in such a short space of time. “"When | arrived a search was being made for
bodies which still lay where they had been thrown. "Wherever you walked there was evidence of a terrific explosion, either the pieces of
the bomber itself or the gruesome reminders of the mutilation of some of the crew.” Farm worker Joseph Leonard, of Beck Road, Isleham,
told the inquest he could not see the plane because of the thick low fog, but he had heard a "spluttering sort of noise”. Turning round he
saw the bomber emerge from the clouds with its fuselage on fire. James Goodchild, a farmer of the White Lion, East End, Isleham said he
had seen a plane coming from the Mildenhall direction at a very low height. Flames were streaking from its fuselage, its tail was crumpled
up and the plane nose-dived towards the ground. Mr Leonard fell off his tractor and and lay flat on his face after hearing a large crack and
seeing the engine of the mighty alrcraft fall off. Housewife Vera Fenn of Croft Road, Isleham said she ran outside her house and saw the
bomber, the starboard engines of which were on fire, losing height rapidly. She lost sight of it as it passed behind some houses and the
next thing she saw was a brilliant yellow flash followed by a lowd explosion. Another witness, police constable M Audley, said that when he
arrived on the scene he found some villagers moving the body of an American to the edge of the field. He told the inquest that in a part of
the plane which was not burning were two more bodies and in the fuselage, which was bilazing flercely, were a further four. Two messages
had been initially received from the plane describing weather conditions, but the inquest heard of a third transmission received when the
pilot was transmitting to another plane in his flight and unintentionally pressed the transmission button on his microphone, thus
wirelessing back to base. The text of that message which stated that the bomber was In trouble was not disclosed but was written on a
piece of paper and passed to the coroner. Recording a verdict of accidental death on behalf Signaller Garrett, Mr V Cade, the coroner paid
his own tribute to the bravery of the pilot and his crew. "Although nothing has come out in this inquest, it would appear that the pilot took
every step he could to avoid and save the damage to this village and we regard this as a noble action on his part. "If he had landed on this
village, we do not know what the death toll and damage would have been but we do know it would have been colossal. "When we think of
this tragedy in the future we should remember the gallant act of the pilot and the crew of this craft." And the villagers of Isleham
remembered the crew and recorded their thanks in prayers when 3 large congregation gathered for a memorial service at St Andrew’s
Church on October 16 to pay tribute to all those aboard who had lost their lives.

==
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Appendix 4 A letter from a military colleague of one of the crash victims
recalling their war time friendship
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Appendix 5 Official crew list, released by USAF following the crash

Aircraft No. 46-060 B-50A-25-BO

8 AF 43" Bomb Wing (M) 43" Bomb Gp (M)  65™
Manufactured 6 Nov 1948  Total Hours 391:S0

Strategic Air Command
Bomb Squadron

Pilot INGHAM, George H. Major USAF ASN 10111A Age 27
Attached Station RAF Lakenheath, SAC, 8AF, 43 Wing, 43" Gp (M), 65 Squadron.
Assigned Station Davis-Monthan AFB Tucson, Arizona

Crew —
IP Ingham, George H. P 10111A Maj USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
P Dryer, John A. Jr. P A402061651 1® Lt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
CP Stannard, Roger M. P A0781696 1* Lt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
N Short, Robert H. N A0801399 1Lt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
VO Chatfield, Robert W. VO  A0698263 1MLt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
B Butler, Paul P. Jr B AF20845317 T/Sgt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
FE Morin, Harold S. FE  AF11024154 T/Sgt USAF 8 AF  43d Gp (M) Fatal
RO Gilbreath, Arthur L. RO  AF38343744 S/Sgt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
CFC Bise, Delmas F. CFC AF6996842 T/Sgt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
LG Odegard, Julias LG  AF17258608 S/Sgt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
RG Williams, Robert C. RG  AF14057570 S/Sgt USAF 8 AF 43d Gp (M) Fatal
X Garrett, Davis J. 1579867 S-2 RAF 1Sq 3 Gp RAF Fatal

Weather — Indefinite, 300 feet, sky obscured, visibility 3/4 mile in fog, temperature 54, relative
humidity 100%. Surface winds 250 degrees 11 miles per hour.

11
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Appendix 6 Photograph of the unveiling of the plaque in the Beeches Community Centre
Isleham, commemorating the brave victims whose sacrifice saved the lives of

local residents — unveiled in January 2020

12
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Suffolk News article on the unveiling of the memorial plague

Villagers honour American air crew heroes
seventy years on

Published: 11:48, 27 January 2020

| Updated: 11:49, 27 January 2020

The 12-man crew of a US bomber which crashed into a field near Isleham 70 years ago has
been honoured with a memorial in the village's community centre.

A plaque bearing the names of the 11 American and one British girmen who died when their
B-50A Superfortress hit the ground and exploded in a ball of fire on October 13, 1949, was
unveiled on Thursday at the Beeches Centre by USAF chaplain Lt Col Kyle Hundley.

The aircraft, which was designed for long-distance bombing raids and was said to have been
specially adapted to carry atom bombs, had been on a training flight but had got into
difficulties shortly after leaving RAF Lakenheath.

The pilot, Major George lpgham had sent a wireless message to another plane in his flight just
before the crash, the text of which was never revealed. But a transcription was handed to
coroner Mr V Cade during an inquest into the death of RAF signaller David Garrett.

Paying his own tribute to the pilot and his crew, Mr Cade said: "Although nothing has come
out in this inquest, it would appear that the pilot took every step he could to avoid and save
the damage to this village and we regard this as a noble action on his part. If he had landed on
Isleham, the death toll and damage would have been colossal.”

Reports at the time said Newmarket and surrounding villages were shaken by the ‘enormous
explosion’ as the giant bomber, the latest of its type, dived out of the clouds from about 500
feet hitting the ground almost vertically, its bombs and fuel bursting into flames which were
visible for miles around.

The burning remains of the aircraft were scattered over an area of 500 square yards on the
Beck Row Road where neighbouring Farm buildings and haystacks were set on fire.

Although 70 years have passed, a campaign to remember the doomed aircraft and honour the
crew members who died had gathered pace in Isleham and resulted in Thursday's ceremony
which was attended by parish councillors and other villagers.

The 12 names on the brass plaque are: George [agham, John Dryer Jr, Roger Stannard, Robert
Short, Robert Chatfield, Paul Butler Jr, Harold Morin, Arthur Gilbreath, Delmas Bise, Julius
Qdegard, Robert Williams and David Garrett.

Armed Forces Soham Alison Hayes
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Appendix 7 Personal testimonies

The plane crash should be preserved out of respect for the men who sacrificed their lives for the
village. The Sunnica scheme shouldn't be allowed to be placed on consecrated ground.
Building on top of the crash site is disrespectful to the history of the area and disrespectful to the

brave crew and their families.

| think it's really important that we retain areas of historic interest in and around the village - older
history and also more recent history as well. There is a real desire amongst residents of Isleham,
including myself, to keep local history alive and I love the fact that generation after generation
share their stories and pass them on. The plane crash site as it stands has been preserved and it's
integrity maintained for all of these years out of respect to the servicemen who bravely gave up
their lives to save the village from what could have been significant destruction. The effects of the
crash were profound and felt for many miles. They had a huge impact on the local community - not
just from physical damage to the village buildings and peoples' homes but also emotionally from
what people witnessed. Residents kept newspaper clippings from the time and passed them down
to the next generation to make sure this tragic story was never forgotten. The site has not been
under threat from development until now. Preserving the crash site and having it visible for all to
see is really important to ensure this piece of village history is not eroded.

Often when | drive with my children out of the village along Beck Road or along Sheldrick’s Road
they ask, "Is that where the plane crash happened?"” and it's in their thoughts and minds. It might
just be a passing moment and we have a brief conversation about it but it's those kinds of
conversations that keep that local history alive. This needs to be preserved.

| also think it's really important that we maintain historic sites in the village that tie in with what the
local school children are learning in the village primary school. For example, they learn about the
Bronze Age and Isleham is famous for the "Isleham hoard" - the largest Bronze Age collection.
When they learn about World War Il in Year 6 they are aware of the close connection this village
has with our neighbouring air bases (Mildenhall and Lakenheath) and the military. Some of the
American military children attend the primary school. So when they hear about bomber plane
crash so close to their village and the brave actions of the crew on board, this really strengthens
their understanding and their connection to the village and its historic events. They value where
they live and what the people here stand for. | think that's really important to preserve this.

Isleham village has a lot of history. One event which took place on the Sunnica East A site was a
plane crash after WW2. The brave crew stayed on board the failing aircraft, which had bombs on
it, and deliberately steered the plane away from the village to avoid substantial loss of life. In doing
this huge act of bravery, all 12 crew perished.

| was just over four years old. | wasn't very old but there are things that stick in your mind. My
mum and | were going to Soham and we heard this plane crash. When we went back to our house
in I and when mum went upstairs the bedroom ceiling in my sisters bedroom had

come down with the force of the impact. In my mums bedroom ceiling | could lie on the bed look at
all the cracks in the ceiling from when that happened. They just painted over it. My sister's
bedroom ceiling had to be completely redone.

| think about the crash every time | travel along Beck Rd or Sheldricks | consider this land to be
sacred and should be preserved in memory of those who lost their lives there. And to me Sunnica

14
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putting those panels on that field shouldn't be because to me that is a sacred site where 12 men
stayed on that plane to save our village. If it wasn't for those 12 airmen our village might have
been blown up. | don't think nothing should be put on there. | know they have crops on there but
the land is still there where those men got killed. With these panels going on | think it should not
happen because it is a place that Isleham people of my age remember where the plane crashed
and that saved our village. A lot of our children in fact my sisters would've been killed if that had
come down on the school and a lot of the village would've been destroyed if it had come down in
the village. To me that is a very sacred site, to me it should be preserved. You can still see the dip
in the ground if there's no crops on it you can see the dip in the ground where the plane actually
came down. To me that shouldn't be hidden. It should be kept as a sacred site. That's the way |
feel about it. And for Sunnica to put these panels on it | think it's absolutely disgusting because it
shouldn't happen. They should not be putting panels on where 12 men saved our village. .If that
had come down on the school | would have lost two sisters cause I'd got two sisters in at the
school and I'd got cousins in there as well so you know there' would have been a lot of my family
not here now.

We have a plaque in the village to commemorate this and we hold regular memorial events to give
thanks to the crew. | do not think that this land should be fenced off or drilled into and covered in
solar panels. It should be preserved as it is and access should continue to be allowed in order to
allow people to reflect and remember this event. Sunnica appears to have not considered this
historic event, which is important to Isleham village. It is important that future generations can
identify with the historic events that have taken place locally. This is passed on from generation to
generation. We want this to continue and the future generations to have access to this land to
keep the memory alive. To date, this site has been preserved to protect the memory and possible
buried items on the site.

| was at the school when it happened. | was about 7 or 8 at the time. | remember us all being told
to get under the desks and my grandfather went to the site and came across an arm. The site
should not be covered by Sunnica - the solar panels should go on the rooftops. _

15



[Type here]

Plane Crash Over Isleham
13" oao'ber' ms 9‘ :

BSqn I43d BGp Uniued States Air Fau.lookoff fmw
mdxmshwmnmbm.mammu

Mrs Brenda Downey Isleham resident




[Type here]

ctions included in 2018 & 2022 Isletla£n News Facebook Page

| remember the large bang and the ceilings cracking in our classroom at
Isleham school

"3' [_\l'.‘ 4 ‘l

there should be a memorial for these brave men

Reply l |

So glad this is coming together for you -and for all those men

who lost their lives @

Like Reply i

it would be lovely to have an article about this in the

Informer too

| think a memorial plaque is definitely needed.
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H._ thanks for raising this again. | agree that there needs to

be something. I'm sure the Society and many others will support this
Can we arrange a meet up to discuss further?

# 2 ©
fyi
O
Remember running down the croft
ot O
The plane crashed on my third birthday
l )

| can remember this | was at Isleham school we all ran down lane towards
church

‘J ...

i can rember tis sitting in school whow the noise landed on my uncles
field

ply e

can remember this event | was in school in Freckenham
when all the doors blew open it was a while before we found out the
cause

| have mums paper cutting...They also lived up croft road at the
time...sorry | wasn't even a twinkle in dads eye..but they always spoke
about it and now lucky isleham was that day

Like the sound of the church- will p.m. you.
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| was picked up off the bedroom floor So my Mum always told me! |
was14 Months old! Remember Mum telling me the plane was on fire as it
went over the village!

O -.u .

We ought to fundraise for a memorial plaque to be on show up at The
Beeches

remembers this well was at school and said the noise was
terrible never heard anything hike it ,and it just missed his mothers house
as it went over and landed up beck road

O
| guess it's because there are still large USAF planes flying over isleham
on a daily basis and they don't want people reminding of what might
happen

O
Amazing thing is that the inquest was held the day after the
crash

o By

My father has spoken about this

O
| don't remember my Father mentioning this

x

Like many others | remember it well, when the aircraft hit the ground a
lump of plaster fell onto my desk at school. People cycled up Beck Road
in the evening to have a look and scavenge for pieces of wreckage. There
was just one local policeman guarding the site; how things change

\‘\..
e
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| remember it well, We, the children in the school were terrified and it was

also my little brothers birthday,-

eply CJ

My mother in law saw and heard it go over part of the village, then heard
the Big Banag.

LM lb:ﬂ.v U

| think alot of people still don't know about this...my mum always spoke
about it....| have passed it on to my family..

Be good to have something for this brave team of men..lsleham could
have been so different. ..

Isleham misc history
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Having first posted about this in 2016....1'd like to publicly thank Richard
Radcliffe, Chairman, and Councillors on Isleham Parish Council for
agreeing to fund a Plaque to commemorate this "incident" which
happened in 1949.

I'd been asking around for a while why there wasn't something in the
Village marking the crash, but never got an answer. When | went to the
Parish Council early in 2019 to ask if anyone on the Council had an
answer, it was agreed that, within limits, they would be prepared to
consider funding a Plaque.

Many thanks also, to Parish Clerk Richard Liddington who sorted things
out, and to Stewart Evans whose presentation in 2016 drew my
attention to the crash, and for his subsequent presentation to The
Isleham Society in 2019.

Stewart has been provider of most, if not all, of the detailed
information.

NOW, ON THURSDAY 16th JANUARY 2020 at 7pm
a Plaque was unveiled in The Community Centre Foyer.

Photo of which is now attached.

AAAR R AR AR R R AR AR R R A R AR A R AR A AR A AR R A R R A A R AR A R R R A R R R L))

LA AL AL AL L A A L A A A A R A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A R A A A A A A A AL L L L L)

On 13th October 1949, Isleham was nearly wiped out but for the
bravery of a pilot (Major George Ingham) who sacrificed his own life
and those of his crew to steer the BSO Bomber, fully loaded with 500Ib
live bombs, away from the centre of the village before crashing in a
field off Beck Road.

Yet there is still not a memorial to this - as far as I'm aware. Why?

THERE IS NOW!
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doesn't grandad remember this? Will have to ask him

Like Reply

Like Reply 2d

Che Dailp Telear:
| TILL % Araes ; = COMMUN
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\RNING
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Like Reply
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Like Reply
Informer page16
Like Reply 1w Edited

yes thank you, | have this.

Like Reply

page 16&17 thank you-

My neighbo-remembers the crash - her dad responded to it

Like Reply

Like Reply

I have my Mum'’s newspaper cutting..

Like Reply .
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Appendix 8 Children’ Statements

The plane crash is a special part of Isleham's history and it was brave men who gave their lives
away to save ours during a faulty plane crash that killed all of the crew. The plane was at the time
the country's (and one of the world's) biggest aircraft, the B50 Stratofortress the biggest bomber,
with a payload of three tons of live bombs which would have caused a lot of destruction to the
village if these men didn't divert the plane away from it. To think that it could be covered in solar
panels is just really sad and actually very angering due to it being such an important site for
Isleham. At school we learnt about WW?2 in the first term of Year Six and it is a very important
subject in history in my opinion as it teaches children, including me, about what happened in our
past and what this country has been like and the many lives brave people have saved and also
given their own lives for us. These 12 crew members made a big sacrifice because that plane
could have hit Isleham almost dead centre with all its payload which would have made a big crater
in the middle of the village - no houses, no church, gone in a few seconds including many lives
and we wouldn't be here if they didn't move that plane away. They were our saviours so we should
reward them with a memorial towards all their families and them themselves to commemorate
them over their sacrifice and keep their memory around. If you change the site it's not good. It
should be kept there exactly how it was out of respect due to them sacrificing their lives. If it's
covered over it's like their story would just be covered up and they'll be forgotten which is an awful
thing to think of because if you were somebody that saved people by giving your life away, your
one and only life, you should be commemorated and respected all across the nation and even the

world.
]

It was a bomber with 12 people on board and a lot bombs, They took off from Lakenheath and it
was very foggy. It got into trouble and was nosediving down and it was heading straight for
Isleham so then the pilot decided that they weren't going to survive so they turned away as far as
they can away from Isleham to not kill everybody in Isleham. It was a really brave thing to do. The
pilot was a hero because he saved lots of people's lives. The village shook because the
explosion was so big. The field where they crashed should be kept the way it is because it's a
memory of the people who saved our village. It should be preserved in memory of the people and

their families.
]
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Appendix 9 Personal testimony of a US relative of one of the crash victims

My grandfather gave his life in service to my country and sacrificed bailing out so as to
save a village and the lives therein, the land should be respected for that and maintained as
the farmland it was. I'm sure a better plot can be found.

Mr Brien Chatfield, (grandson of 15t Lt Robert W Chatfield) Los Angeles California
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Appendix 10 Reference in Isleham Neighbourhood Plan (pg 51)

Map 10 Other sites of historical interest

Key:

Site of Roman villa

Site of Middle Age Canal Cut
Roman Earth Bank

Site of Middle Age Canal Cut
Site for former ferry.

Ley Brook chalk stream

Site of crashed USAF plane
Railway embankment

00 INC G K D) ok

Isleham Development Envelope

Isleham

C\" o S‘\
W C\‘.Z

Also see: Neighbourhood Plan
26






